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Message from the Head of  School2009/2010

Board of  Trustees

Debbie Yantis
President

Michael Morris
Vice President

Sean Eisler
Treasurer

Dave Reinmiller
Secretary

Melanie Carter
Steve Ferro

Richard Skinner

2009/2010 
Development Committee

Melanie Carter
Ann Koeniguer

Suzanne McCanles
Michelle McDaniel
Micah Sonderman
Sarah Van Duser

The Board of  Trustees joins me in thanking all school 
constituencies – current families, alumni, alumni families, 
grandparents, faculty, staff, and friends – for their support 
of  Oakhill this past 09/10 school year. Support comes 
in many forms: giving time and expertise, assisting in 
the classroom, chaperoning ! eld trips, facilitating in the 
lunch room, submitting news stories and pictures to the 
ACORN, serving on committees, lending a green thumb 
to the gardens, planning school events, and donating to 
the Annual Fund and Auction" 

The Oakhill annual report is published each fall and 
serves two main purposes: to acknowledge those who 
have voluntarily participated in sustaining our mission 
and operations and to report our ! nancial well being. 

The 2009/2010 school year was distinguished by the 
following highlights: 

• Collective gifts of  $46,296.26 to the annual fund
 
• An increase in Annual Fund parent participation from 
16% in 07/08 to 45% of  current families in 08/09 to 
50% in 09/10

• Average annual fund gift of  $322.02 based on the 50% 
of  parents who participated in the campaign

• 18 annual fund Leadership gifts of  $1000.00 or more

• Auction pro! t equaling $107,856.61

• Fund a need gifts from the Auction toward special 
projects totaling 5,301.00

• Countless hours given by parents and current families 
as leaders and volunteers to sustain the integrity and 
connectedness of  our school community 

• Professional development participation by 100% of  
the faculty and staff  providing growth opportunities 
to each individual, and to ultimately encourage the 
enhancement of  curriculum 

• Utilization of  our new Courtyard enclosure project 
– restrooms, art room, library, and two new classroom 
spaces enhancing the curriculum and facilities as a 
whole

The generosity, philanthropy, and spirit of  volunteerism 
across our entire school community inspire and drive 
our continued growth and progress. We all share the 
responsibility to be leaders through our involvement 
on committees and in our daily interaction with one 
another.

The students bene! t from your investment in the 
school, establishing a pattern for them to emulate as 
they become the leaders of  the future – making Oakhill 
a priority. I thank you for your generous contributions of  
time, talent, and resources which are critical components 
to provide an excellent educational experience to our 
children. Your support of  Oakhill Day School is deeply 
appreciated" 

Sincerely,

Suzanne McCanles
Head of  School
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2009/2010 Financial Highlights*

*Financial Information Provided Is Unaudited

Income

Expenses
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2009/2010 Annual Giving
Giving Percentages by Class

Mrs. Staley    46% 
Mrs. Ferris    54% 
Mrs. Zdvorak    50% 
Mrs. Turner    19% 
Ms. Trager    46% 
Mrs. Bock    50% 
Mrs. Tenner    64% 
Mrs. Crouse    50% 
Mrs. Driskill    44% 
Mrs. Clevenger   70% 
Mrs. Hule    60%
Mrs. Parrack    61%
Mrs. Manley    57%
Mrs. Boyd    33%
Mrs. Wills    58%
Mrs. Fulop    67%
Mrs. Robertson   45%
Mrs. Newhouse   14%
Mrs. Ray    50%
Mr. Harris    89% 
Faculty    100%

50% Parent Participation
in 2009/2010

Circle of  Excellence ($5000 and Up)
Mr. and Mrs. Derek Potts
Mr. and Mrs. David Reinmiller

Head of  School Circle ($1000-$4999)
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Carter
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Cass
The Ferro Family
Dr. Dana Granberg and Mr. Bryce Granberg
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Tri Huu Le
Mr. and Mrs. Brett Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin McCanles
Drs. Ryan and Emily McNellis
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Morris
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Porter
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Sonderman
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Van Duser
Mr. and Mrs. Brett Yantis
Dr. Michelle Dew and Mr. Ronald Gregg
Mr. and Mrs. Brett Smith

1947 Club ($500-$999) 
Anonymous
Dr. Robin Morris and Mr. Darrin Clawson
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Dake
Mrs. Marcy Driskill
The Ferrara Family
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Koeniguer
Dr. Joy Miller, DDS and Mr. Scott Miller
Mrs. Jacque Parrack
Mr. Michael Guo and Mrs. Daphne Yang

Teal And White Club ($200-$499)
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Berg
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Carter
Dr. Suman Chand and Mr. Navi Shergill
Mrs. Dena Cole
Mr. and Mrs. David Conkling
Mr. and Mrs. Nathan DeCaro
Mr. and Mrs. Carl DiGerlamo
Ms. Terri Ferris
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Fitzgerald
Mr. and Mrs. David George
Mr. and Mrs. Brent Giles
Mr. Jon Harris
Ms. Jill Kirkpatrick
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Ness
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Nichols
Ms. Lisa Rheuark
Mr. and Mrs. Matt Roche’
Mrs. Mary Lee Sturdevant
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Roney

Contributions to the 2009/2010 Annual Fund - By Giving Level
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Friends of  Oakhill (Up to $199)
Mr. and Mrs. Vikas Agarwal
Mr. Gabe Dorrell and Mrs. Renee Austin
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Barth
Mr. and Mrs. David Batcheller
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Bay
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Becker
Mrs. Cathy Bernholtz
Mrs. Brenda Bock
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Bond
Mrs. Kay Boyd
Miss Rachel Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Clevenger
Mr. Chad Crispin
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Crouse
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Cuzner
Mr. and Mrs. James Dodson
Miss Shelby Dodson
Mr. Patrick Eisler and Mrs. Heather Beaird - Eisler
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Ely
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Eshleman
Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Feaster
Miss Gabby Ferro
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Finkbeiner
Miss Madison Fitzgerald
Mr. and Mrs. John Fry
Mrs. Jackie Fulop
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Giordano
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Grauer
Mr. and Mrs. Garrett Grif• n
Mr. and Mrs. William Grif• n
Ms. Jane Grushka
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Gugler
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Habiger
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Hamilton
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Hawkins
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Hennenfent
Mrs. Bonnie Herman
Mrs. Jo Hill
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Holloway
Mrs. Heidi Hule

Dr. Chelsea Johnson and Mr. Timothy Johnson
Mrs. Kim Jones
Mr. Ryan Burch and Mrs. Sheila Jones
Mr. Brett Keever
Mr. and Mrs. Mike King
Mr. and Mrs. Cam Kirkpatrick
Mrs. Eva Krause
Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Leighr
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Lewis
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff  Lowery
Mrs. Lisa Manley
Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Marshall
Mr. Charles Melloway and Ms. Monica Chandler
Mrs. Evelyn Mendes
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Metcalf  
Miss Perri Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Molle
Mr. and Mrs. Dean Nash
Mr. and Mrs. Kurt Neutgens
Mrs. Maggie Newhouse
Mrs. Franny Pasbach
Personal Tax & Accounting Services
Ms. Melinda Peterson
Pete’s Auto Service, INC.
Mrs. Sharon Phillips
Mrs. Ashley Ralph
Mrs. Bonnie-Lyn Ray
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Riddle
Mr. Jervin Riddle
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Robertson
Ms. Julie Robey
Ms. Leah Schembri
Mr. and Mrs. Sean Schultz
Mr. and Mrs. Stephan Schulze
Mr. and Mrs. Trent Skaggs
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Sogaard
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Soltis 
Mrs. Lauren Speer
Mrs. Beverly Staley
Ms. Lori Stallman
Mr. and Mrs. David Taylor

Mrs. Sarah Tenner
Ms. Kathleen Trager
Mrs. Alisha Turner
Miss Michelle Vartanov
Mr. and Mrs. Leon Versfeld
Mr. and Mrs. Seth Wand
Mr. Andrew Wert and Mrs. Michelle McDaniel
Ms. Jessica Williams
Mrs. Helen Wills
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Yager
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Yarborough
Mrs. Maria Zdvorak

2009/2010 Campaign Summary :
$46,296
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Contributions to the Annual Fund - 
2009/2010 Friends of  Oakhill

(Includes Grandparents, Friends, Matching Gift Companies and Foundations)

American Century Investments
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Berg
The Carmax Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Carter
The Carter Family Partnership
Craig Porter Development
DAIICHI SANKYO CO., LTD.

Mrs. Grace Diaz
DST Systems, Inc.
DV Studios
Environmental Management of  KC
H&R Block
Kansas City Southern Railway Company
Mr. and Mrs. Tri Huu Le

Mead Westvaco Foundation
Personal Tax & Accounting Services
Pete’s Auto Service, Inc.
Mr. Jervin Riddle
Seaboard Foods
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Sogaard
Union Paci• c

Gifts given to Oakhill Day School in honor or in memory of  loved ones.
(Gifts made in honor or in the memory of  a loved one is a unique way to commemorate someone special)

Gifts given in Honor
Mrs. Evelyn Mendes in honor of  the Graduating 8th Grade Class of  2010

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Molle in honor of  Carl Molle, Jr. and Mrs. Zdvorak’s Class of  2010

Gifts given in Memory
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Sogaard in Memory of  Jerry Conkling

2009/2010 Restricted Contributions 
(Gifts made to Oakhill to offset the cost of  speci! c needs per donors request)

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Calvert
Hot Mix Materials, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Latier

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Morris
Musselman & Hall Contractors, LLC.

Mr. and Mrs. Marcus Painter
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The Auction, held annually in March, is a grand affair that 
people continue to talk about long after it has ended. The 
Auction is the largest parent social event of  the year, so it 
is only ! tting that the event is largely planned by who else, 
Oakhill parents" With the consult of  the Development Of! ce, 
Oakhill parents help procure items, sponsorships, decor, and 
plan extra auction events like the Annual Children’s Auction 
Preview, note card sales, and sign-up parties. With this being 
the largest parent event at Oakhill, becoming involved is 
a great way to meet other parents and make an extremely 
valuable contribution to the school. All auction events 
are responsible for earning over $100,000 of  the school’s 
operating budget.

2009/2010 Auction Fund-a-Need
Arts Fund-a-Need
Mr. and Mrs. Renate Colvin
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Cuzner
Mrs. Edie Ferrara
Mr. and Mrs. David George
Dr. Joy Miller, DDS and Mr. Scott Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Sonderman
Mr. and Mrs. Randall Walton

Athletics Fund-a-Need
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Carter
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Cuzner
Ms. Amy Davis
Ms. Dawn Ferrara
Dr. Erica Ferrara, DDS and 
Mr. David Ferrara
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Fitzgerald
Mr. and Mrs. David George
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Giordano
Dr. Dana Granberg and Mr. Bryce Granberg
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Koeniguer
Dr. Joy Miller, DDS and Mr. Scott Miller
Ms. Cathy Montes
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Myers
Mr. and Mrs. Marcus Painter
Mr. and Mrs. David Reinmiller

General Fund-a-Need
Ms. Amy Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Carl DiGerlamo
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Eisler
Ms. Dawn Ferrara
Ms. Kristi Gartner
Mr. and Mrs. David George
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Holloway
Mr. and Mrs. Ross Scimeca
Mr. and Mrs. Sean Schultz
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Sogaard

2009/2010 
Fund-a-Need Summary :

Arts Fund          $750
Athletics Fund  $3150
General Fund  $1401

Total    $5301

2009/2010
Fundraising Events*

Summary :

$165,892.76

*This total includes the following:

Annual Auction & Fund-a-Need
Golf  Tournament

Treasure Sale
Rebate Programs

(Target-Take Charge of  Education,
Box Tops for Education)

Thank you!
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Wow! What a year… and together… We did it! 
2009-2010 was a great year for volunteerism at 
Oakhill. Not only were our events a success, but 
the students bene• tted greatly from the generosity 
of  Oakhill friends who chose to volunteer in the 
classroom, lunchroom, and library as well! Without 
you, this great year would not have been possible.

In addition to • nancial assistance, the goals of  
Oakhill Day School require committed volunteer 
leaders who bring dedication and enthusiasm to all 
they do to support the school. 

Thank you to the volunteers who served in the 
following areas in 2009-2010:
Oakhill Board of  Trustees
PTO Executive Board & Committee Chairs
Room Parents
Library
Book Fair
Dining Hall
Auction
Golf  Tournament
Carnival
Gladfest/Snake Saturday Parade
Treasure Sale
Field Day
Grandparents Day
8th Grade Graduation
8th Grade/Kindergarten Brunch
Red Barn Farm
Holiday Shoppe
Booster Club
Mother/Son and Father/Daughter Dances
Children’s Auction

vol·un·teer\noun 

Message from the 
Volunteer Coordinator

1: a person who voluntarily undertakes or expresses 
a willingness to undertake a service
2: YOU!

The Treasure Sale is not just a time for Oakhill 
parents to get rid of their old stuff, but is also a 
time to earn money for the school in a fun way! 
This parent run event, with the consult of the De-
velopment Of" ce, is a great fundraising and social 
event. Being involved with the Treasure Sale is 
a great way to meet other parents and to interact 
with our local community, as well!
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The Golf Tournament, held annually each fall, is a 
day of golf planned by parent volunteers in consult 
with the Development Of• ce. Although the golf 
tournament is the smaller of the Development 
Fundraising Events, the Golf Tournament has 
a huge impact on the well being of the school. 
Being involved with the Golf event is a great way 
to meet other Oakhill parents passionate about the 
students, Oakhill, and of course, Golf!

Middle School Trip Chaperones

As I end my • rst year as Volunteer Coordinator, I am excited to have met so 
many wonderful people who have been extremely generous with their time 
and energy. Over the last year, we have spent a lot of  time evaluating the many 
volunteer opportunities offered and hope that we have made volunteering at 
Oakhill a positive experience for all!

Thank you for the generous donation of  your time and efforts this year, and 
for your ongoing support of  Oakhill!

Mary Hawkins
Parent Volunteer Coordinator

A TRIBUTE TO VOLUNTEERS
--(Author Unknown)

V aluable is the work you do,
O utstanding in how you always come through.
L oyal, sincere and full of  good cheer,
U ntiring in your efforts throughout the year.
N otable are the contributions you make,
T rustworthy in every project you take.
E ager to reach your every goal,
E ffective in the way you ful• ll your role.
R eady with a smile like a shining star,
S pecial and wonderful - that’s what you are!
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Oakhill Day School Class of  2010

Congratulations to the 8th Grade 
Class of  2010!

“You’re off  to Great Places! 
Today is your day! 

Your mountain is waiting, 
So... get on your way!” 

— Dr. Seuss (Oh, the Places You’ll Go!)
Rachel Elizabeth Brown

Park Hill South
High School

Shelby Nicole Dodson
Smithville High School Jacob O’Neill Eisler

Park Hill South
High School

Gabriella Delaine Ferro*
St. Teresa’s Academy

Madison Jane Fitzgerald
St. Teresa’s Academy

Perri Michelle Miller
Park Hill South 

High School

Michelle Sergeevna Vartanov
Homeschool

Michael Donovan Stancic
Winnetonka High School

Jacob Earl Reinmiller
Park Hill High School

* 2010 Alumni Class 
Coordinator
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Message from the Board of  Trustees
As the 2010-2011 school year gets into full swing, the 
Board of  Trustees would like to thank each of  you for 
your continued support of  Oakhill Day School.  They say 
it takes a village to raise a child.  At Oakhill we recognize 
the ‘village’ as the entire Oakhill community, i.e. the parents, 
grandparents, faculty, staff, volunteers, friends and business 
associates.  We are a diverse group, from different walks 
of  life with differing talents and abilities.  It’s the coming 
together of  the community that creates something special.  
We see it in a caring and dedicated teacher; in a committed 
volunteer; in a staff  member who loves what they do; in 
parents who are deeply involved in their child’s education; 
in an associate who recognizes the impact we have on the 
outside community.  This is what creates ‘excellence in 
education.’

2009-2010 was a great year.  We graduated our ! rst 8th grade 
class in this millennium"  What an exciting (and emotional) 
event.  These young people, although sad to leave great 
friends and familiar surroundings, are going their separate 
ways well equipped for future challenges.  I think each of  
them would agree Oakhill has served them well.

Among other notable successes from last year was the 
Caribbean Dreams Auction.  The collective hat, of  the 
Board of  Trustees, is off  to the staff  and volunteers who 
worked countless hours to make the event such a success.  
This annual event, plus the annual fund, are counted on each 
year to provide funds to cover over 50% of  ‘the gap.’  This 
‘gap’ is the difference between tuition and the actual cost 
to educate our children.  We follow National Association 
of  Independent Schools (NAIS) guidelines and set tuition 
at about 85% of  the actual cost.  The remaining 15% is 
de! ned as ‘the gap.’  Of  this 15% a portion is needed for 

general operating expenses (what we call ‘keeping the lights 
on’) and a portion is needed to fund strategic improvements 
and growth (the Oakhill for our children’s children).  
Currently the expense gap is nearly $1000 per student, per 
year, and the strategic improvements gap (used to fund 
facilities improvements and expansion, program expansions 
and strategic investments in property, staff, faculty and 
curriculum) is an additional $400. Your support of  the 
auction, the annual fund and the many other fundraisers 
at Oakhill is crucial to our sustainability and future success.  
We can’t thank you enough for that support.

As we progress through another exciting year at Oakhill, 
I challenge the entire Oakhill community to support 
our fundraising efforts and help us continue to provide 
excellence in education for our kids.  Our status as a not-
for-pro! t provides tax deductibility, in many cases, and is 
a great way to invest in your child and in the future of  the 
school.

Again, thank you from the Board of  Trustees for your time 
and your support of  Oakhill Day School.

Sincerely,

Michael E. Morris

President
Board of  Trustees
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Our mission is to provide excellence in education through child-centered learning in a supportive, challenging, and 
rewarding environment that provides students with self-con• dence, values, knowledge, and the foundation for 
leadership through emotional, physical, and social development.

7019 N Cherry Street • Gladstone, MO 64118 • 816-436-6228 • www.oakhilldayschool.org

Thank You for being an Essential Piece!


