Middle School Electives
2009/2010 School Year

Dear Students,
Please note your first, second, and third choice in electives for each quarter. All electives

are offered for 5™-8™ graders unless noted in the description. Some classes include an
additional fee.

Student Name: Grade:
15" Quarter 2" Quarter

__ Rocketry ___ Yearbook/Literary Magazine

_____ Leadership ____ Economics

_____ Photography __ Latin

____ Garage Band ___ Woodshop

3 Quarter 4™ Quarter

_____ Creative Writing ___ BookClub

______ breen Construction ______ Conserving Missouri's Aquatic Resources
______ Military History ____ Math Buddies

Drama Archery and Fly Fishing

*Please remember that all electives will be assigned on a first come, first serve basis.
Please remit this page to make your elective selections for the 2009-2010 school year.

Thank You!



2009/2010 Middle School Electives

Archery/Fly Fishing (Life sports combo) - Students will study the history of the great
sport of archery from ancient fimes to the modern day. They will learn about equipment
setup, arrow building, bow tuning, and basic shooting techniques. Students will also learn
about aquatic insects, stream conservation, fly tying, fly casting, and fly fishing. Taught by
Mr. Harris and Coach Plapp - requires a $10.00 fee.

Book Club - Take your love of reading to a deeper level; learn to workshop books, create
journals, engage in small book discussions, and give book talks. Taught by Mrs. Ray

Conserving Missouri's Aquatic Resources -Outdoors is the best place for students to
learn how nature works. Students will be learning about Missouri's aquatic ecosystems
through hands-on activities including stream exploration. Each topic, (including water
recycling, aquatic life, and watersheds) will include field studies such as water chemistry,
recording weather conditions, wildlife walks and much more. Taught by Mrs. Newhouse
(Dooling)

Creative Writing -Tell the story of your life (so far) through various creative writing
assignments; create a great keepsake that you and your family will treasure for years to
come. Taught by Mrs. Ray

Drama - Showcase your talents. Students will be the stars in the spring play entitled
"Pirates of Penzance". Students will be acting, stage blocking, and singing. Costumes and
props will be imagined and created by the students and parents - purchasing of costumes is
not encouraged. Taught by Mrs. Hill

Economics - This course is offered to grades 5 and 6 only. Money, money, money! Everyone
loves money, but does everyone know how to use it correctly? This course will teach the
basics of economics: how to save, invest, and spend wisely! Taught by Mrs. Robertson

Garage Band - Are you interested in performing class rock with your peers? If you play
the keyboard, guitar, bass, drums, or sing, sign up for this elective class. You will have
plenty of opportunities o showcase your talent during the school year. Let's rock Oakhill!
Taught by Mrs. Hill and Mrs. Ely

Green Construction - Students will learn about "sustainability”, green building guidelines,
energy efficiency and renewable energy. The class will culminate with the option to create



one of the following: green entertainment patio, a green landscape, or a rooftop garden.
Taught by Mrs. Newhouse (Dooling) - requires a $20.00 fee.

Latin introduction - This course is offered to grades 7 and 8 only. Latin, as a written
language, has never died. Scientists continue fo draw new words from Latin as do doctors
and lawyers. Latin is eternal. We continue to live by the deeds, influences, and inspirations
of the Romans. Latin helps with English Grammar, as well as makes learning other languages
easier. Students will be amazed at how much Latin they already know. Have you used these
phrases? Do you know what they mean? Persona non grata, vice versa, ad infinitum, carpe
diem, per capita. Students will learn about gods and goddesses, mythology, historical folks,
and geographical references to help with present and future studies in history and
literature. Taught by Senora Herman

Leadership - This course is offered to grades 7 and 8 only. This course will provide the
foundation for creating great leaders at Oakhill, as well as the leaders of our future.
What does a great leader look and act like? Students taking this course will find out and
get the leadership experience firsthand. Taught by Mrs. Robertson

Math Buddies - This course is designed to create a ftrue learning community at Oakhill.
Students will have the opportunity to interact and teach lower school math "buddies” basic
mathematic skills by using manipulatives, games, and reviewing skills. Teaching others is
the highest form of retention! Taught by Mrs. Robertson

Military History - Students will learn about military history throughout the ages, military
strategy, weapons and armor, and famous battles. Taught by Mr. Harris

Photography - Students will learn the history of photography, different types of
photography, and terms and techniques. They will learn what makes an interesting
composition, how o convey a message, and how to create emotion with photos. Students
must provide their own digital camera, cables, and flash drive. Taught by Ms. Stallman -
requires a $20.00 printing fee

Rocketry - Students will discover the world of rocketry with a hands-on approach.
Students will learn the parts of a rocket, as well as the theory and history of flight.
Students will build several different types of rockets including a commercially made model
rocket using sandpaper, glue and paint. Safe launching of all rockets will take place after
proper safety expectations are understood. Taught by Mrs. Newhouse (Dooling) - requires
a $20.00 fee



Mrs. Bonnie-Lyn Ray
Oakhill Day School
Middle School Communication Arts

Dear Middle School Parents and Students:

For the 2009-2010 academic year and beyond, we will be implementing a
summer reading program for all Oakhill Day School students in grades 5 thru
8. Each student will be required to read a minimum of two books during the
summer holiday: one book will be assigned, and one will be a reader’s choice
book from an approved list. Students will be assessed on the assigned book
during the first week of school. A project will be assigned for the reader’s
choice book, and the project will be due on the first day of school.

I have attached the reading list for 2009-2010, the summer project
assignments for the reader’s choice book, and instructions for accessing the
online reader’s choice list. Should you have any questions or concerns
(parents or students); you may certainly contact me via e-mail at bonnie-
lyn.ray@oakhilldayschool.org.

I am looking forward to working with each of you, and I wish you all a safe and
wonderful summer.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Bonnie-Lyn Ray


mailto:bonnie-lyn.ray@oakhilldayschool.org
mailto:bonnie-lyn.ray@oakhilldayschool.org

Reading Lists for 2009-2010
Oakhill Day School - Communication Arts — Mrs. Bonnie-Lyn Ray

Summer Reading

All students in grades 5-8 must read two novels over the summer, one
that is assigned and one of the student’s choice.

Students are to choose one novel of their choice and complete the
assigned project. Please do not select any novels listed for 2009-2010
Reading as we will be reading these in class. Reader’s Choice projects
will be due on the first day of school.

The following is a list of the assigned readings:

Sth grade — No More Dead Dogs by Gordon Korman

6th grade — Squashed by Joan Bauer

7t grade — The True Meaning of Smekday by Adam Rex
8th grade — Schooled by Gordon Korman

2009-2010 Reading

S5th Grade
1st Quarter — Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis
2nd Quarter — Lunch Money by Andrew Clements
3rd Quarter — Hatchet by Gary Paulsen
4th Quarter — Number the Stars by Lois Lowry

6th Grade
1st Quarter — The View from Saturday by E. L. Konigsburg
2nd Quarter — Gathering Blue by Lois Lowry
3rd Quarter — The Egypt Game by Zilpha Keatley Snyder
4th Quarter — Someone Named Eva by Joan M. Wolf

7th Grade
1st Quarter — The Wednesday Wars by Gary D. Schmidt
2nd Quarter — On the Wings of Heroes by Richard Peck
3rd Quarter — The Giver by Lois Lowry
4th Quarter — The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton

8th Grade
1st Quarter — Messenger by Lois Lowry
2nd Quarter — Whirligig by Paul Fleischman
3rd Quarter — And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie
4th Quarter — Julius Caesar, a Parallel Text by William Shakespeare



Inspired Art Reader’s Choice Novel Project
5th Grade Communication Arts Due 1st Day of School

Create an art project inspired by your reader’s choice novel. You may create a painting, a
sculpture, or a mobile.



Book Mosaic Reader’s Choice Novel Project

6th Grade Communication Arts

Due 1st Day of School

Complete a book mosaic for your novel of choice. Your project should be on a
poster board. The mosaic format is attached.

6th Grade Reader’s Choice Novel Book Mosaic Format

Book Title Picture of Main Picture of Setting
Character
Vocabulary Word Picture of Something
(include definition, Quote Important to the Main

part of speech, sample
sentence)

Character

A Significant Event

Statement of the
Conflict of the Novel

Statement of the
Theme of the Novel

Quote

Picture of Something
Important to the Main
Character

Vocabulary Word
(include definition,
part of speech, sample
sentence)

This mosaic should be completed neatly and colorfully on a poster board. You

may use clip art, or you may use your own drawings.




Cereal Box Reader’s Choice Novel Project
7th Grade Communication Arts Due 1st Day of School

Box Top Design
o Write the title of the book, the author, a related website address, and 2-3 quotes from
the story, critics, and/or author about the story that will make people want to read it.
o Make it look as much like a real cereal box as you can.

Box Front Design

o Name your cereal with a title that reflects some element from the story (i.e. a Wizard
of Oz-themed cereal could be named Golden Bricks or Emerald Crunchies).

o Include an illustration that covers the entire front of the cereal box and reflects the
novel and the imaginary cereal.

o Put a slogan on the front of the box (i.e. a possible slogan for the Golden Bricks cereal
mentioned above could be “The road to great taste!”). Your slogan should be catchy
and should help identify your cereal in the mind of the consumer. You may include
any eye-catching elements that you wish to persuade a consumer to choose your
cereal from the cereal aisle.

Back of Box Design
o Design a game or activities based on your story — you know how we all like to read
the cereal box in the morning!
o Make your box attention-grabbing and fun, but be sure to make every element clearly
relate to your story.
o Also use this space to include a paragraph about one (1) of the following:
0 The background for the story, or
0 The author, or
0 Recognition the story has earned.

Right Side of Box Design
o This is where you will include your list of story “ingredients.”
List the main characters with descriptions (not just physical attributes).
Describe the setting — both time and place.
Identify the point of view of the story.
List the major theme of the story.
Make this panel look and sound as much like a cereal box’s list of ingredients and
nutritional information as you can. These elements are the true value of the story.
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Left Side of Box Design
o This is where you will include your written summary of the story.
o You will also include a statement about your opinion of the story.
o This side should “sell” the story and provide any additional information to the
consumer.

Bottom of Box Design
o Write your name and the date.
o Attach the rubric that I gave you for this project.



16

Hints for Success
o Include graphics, fonts, design elements, lots of color, etc. throughout your work on
the cereal box.
You DO NOT want it to just be a bunch of words.
It MUST clearly relate to your story and meet all of the above-listed criteria.
You want it to be fun, attractive, and interesting.
Think about it — which cereals do you want/choose from the grocery shelves?

Q
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Cereal Box Rubric

Cereal Box Short Story Project Assessment

Name:
/15 Attractive, nest, colorful, well-designed
/25 Pollowed directions; nformation is correct

/10 Creative. clever. realistic



http://search.myway.com/search/redirect.jhtml?qid=876A2BC933E54F1045206A11925B8347&searchfor=cereal&action=pick&pn=1&ptnrS=&st=site&cb=DF&pg=GGimage&ord=7&redirect=mPWsrdz9heamc8iHEhldEWkWhF3h9Yugu1GsrnFh7RQS7Cic2hY0WPw7bvd5Pe20yHvEwoH%2FSDAAS%�

Book Mosaic Reader’s Choice Novel Project
8th Grade Communication Arts Due 1st Day of School

Complete the attached book review information for your novel of choice. Your final draft to
be turned in should be completed by accessing the document that is attached to this letter
and is also located in the June Summer Mailing email.

Contact Mrs. Roche at Bernadette.roche@oakhilldayschool.org if you have difficulty getting
the document downloaded.



mailto:Bernadette.roche@oakhilldayschool.org

Title:

When does this book take place? Give

Author: examples from the book.

1.

Publisher:
ubli | 5
Year: Pages: 3

Read This:

YES NO Where does this book take place?

Give examples from the book.

Find 3 Vocabulary Words from the Book
1. Page: Sentence:
A theme in this book is
Meaning:
2. Page: Sentence:
Another theme in this book is
Meaning:

3. Page: Sentence:

Meaning:

Main Character: He/She is yrs. old
List 4 choices this character makes that make the story move along.
Explain your answers.



Order Up!!

In chronological order, list

10 major events in the

The Plot Thickens!
book.

What is the turning point of the story?

Who is
telling
the
story?

In Your Own Words .
Find a quote from the book that
means something to you and write

about I1t.






