
25 Questions to Ask when Choosing a 
Kindergarten Program 

Because kindergarten is a bridge year between early childhood and grade school, and can 
sometimes be a student's first classroom experience, selecting a kindergarten program can be 
one of the hardest decisions for a parent to make. Our best advice to you as parents is to 
choose a program that is the best fit for your child today, and one way to do that is by asking the 
right questions during the school visit process. Knowing what questions to ask while evaluating 
kindergarten programs can be a challenge. To help you, we’ve compiled a list of 25 essential 
questions to ask during your school visits. These questions are the most frequently asked of our 
program by prospective families and we are sharing them to help you make an informed 
decision about choosing a school that will be the best fit for your child. 
 
When interviewing potential schools, there are a few questions that you should already have 
thought out the answers before your scheduled visit to give you a better idea of what type of 
program you need. 
 

1. Are there socialization concerns? 
2. Is my child ready for Kindergarten?  
3. What does my child need to best thrive? (a variety of activities, calm and structured 

settings, etc.) 
4. What do I need to best thrive? (an inclusive community, opportunities to be involved, 

support from teachers, administrators, other parents, etc.) 
 
No school is perfect for every family, but hopefully, this guide will aid you in gathering all of the 
important information that you will need to find your perfect kindergarten program. Please print 
and copy this guide for each academic program on your list.  
 
Good luck with your kindergarten program search! 
 
Dorothy Beckham 
Admissions Director  

 



 
 
School Name___________________________________________________ Visit Date_______________ 

 
 
1. What is the school’s kindergarten program best known for?  
Oakhill is known for having wonderfully, engaged teachers, small class sizes and a curriculum 
that focuses on the developmental and academic growth of each of the students.  
 
 
2. What is the average class size in the kindergarten program? 
Kindergarten class sizes tend to be around 10 to 12 students in a class. There will not be more 
than 15 students in a Kindergarten class at Oakhill. We want to get to know each child 
individually, their strengths, areas that need a little more attention and provide a nurturing 
environment for every one of the students. The small classes give us the opportunity to know 
the parents, as well.  
 
 
3. How are parents able to contribute to the school community? 
Parents are an important part of the experience at Oakhill. Their involvement is welcomed and 
there are many opportunities to be involved. The educational partnership between the teacher 
and the parent is important, too. Beyond this partnership, parents can volunteer through our 
Parent/Teacher Organization, in the Library, Booster Club, attend Field Trips, and more. There 
are a variety of ways for parents to contribute their time and then also assist in the fundraising 
efforts of the Development Office.  
 
4. What school districts does your program draw students from? 
Students come from various areas of greater Kansas City.  
  
Park Hill, Liberty, Smithville, Kearney, Excelsior Springs, North Kansas City, Kansas City, 
Independence, and as far as Blue Valley and Shawnee Mission.  
 
 
5. Are there community building events or activities? 
The Parent/Teacher Organization organizes numerous events throughout the school year to 
bring the entire community and different divisions together. The Carnival, Fall Farm Party, 
Daughter and Son Date Nights and more. Also, there are events for the parents through the 
Party Connect Program at Oakhill. There are internal events integrated throughout the school 
day at Oakhill with the students, too. Reading Buddies, Town Meetings and Buddy Families are 
just a few of the events that students get to work cross-grade level and build relationships with 
students of all ages.  
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6. What processes does your program have in place to ensure the safety of my child? 
Oakhill is located in the heart of Gladstone, MO. Our direct neighbor is the Gladstone Police 
Department. Families each have a code to enter the locked doors, there are cameras on all of 
the entrances/exits and there is a large fence surrounding the play areas, with card access as 
well. Students’ safety is a top priority. The students and staff practice a variety of drills 
throughout the year, as well. The entire staff is AED and CPR certified. All procedures are 
fine-tuned each year with the assistance of public safety officials.  
 
 
7. What is the typical tenure of the school faculty? 
Oakhill has first-year teachers, as well as teachers who have taught for 4-50 years. The average 
tenure is around 10 to 15 years.  
 
 

 
 
8. Are there financing options available to help make the program more affordable for our 
family? 
There are a variety of payment plans offered to meet the financial plan of each family. Oakhill 
also offers the opportunity to apply for Financial Assistance to lessen the cost of tuition to a 
family that qualifies. Also, families can apply for a student loan through Sallie Mae, should they 
not qualify for assistance, but help with the annual commitment. For more information on these 
programs, please contact the Admissions Office.  
 
 
9. What does the kindergarten program tuition include? 
The annual tuition is for the school hours of 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM for full-time students. Drop off 
begins at 8:10 and pick up by 3:50. It includes everyday supplies, snack, and an outstanding 
education. Many of the student's field trips are also included in the tuition costs. The fees, due 
upon enrollment also include the student's yearbook, a school year t-shirt, and some free PTO 
events. 
 
 
10. What additional costs can my family expect throughout the year aside from tuition? 
Lunches, Extended Care and Summer Camp are an additional cost, as well as after-school 
activities. These optional add-ons add to the students’ experiences but are not mandatory. 
There are a variety of PTO events that are free during the school year, as well as additional 
community events that do have a small fee associated with it.  
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11. Does your program have year-round offerings? 
With our school year, summer camp and childcare offerings, some type of classroom 
experience are offered at Oakhill, nearly every day. There are a select number of days that the 
school is closed, which falls on various holidays. 
 

 
 
12. How does the program balance age-appropriate academic and development growth? 
The students' age and ability are considered when planning the curriculum and differentiating for 
students. State and national standards are considered, and often times are exceeded. The 
teachers teach in a way that is fun, engaging and appropriate to Kindergarten.  
 
 
13. How do teachers adapt their schedules to meet student needs? 
The structure of the classroom allows students to have individual and smaller group time with 
the teachers to meet the various academic levels in the classroom. Also, many teachers will 
meet with students prior to school hours throughout the week, should that be needed to assist a 
student or challenge them.  
 
 
14. Does your program conduct regular assessments throughout the year? 
The teachers are constantly assessing throughout the year on various skills and abilities. There 
are formal assessments a few times a year, as well.  
 
 
15. How much of the school day is dedicated to free play? 
There is a little bit of time at the beginning of the day and throughout learning centers for 
students will build, create and use their imagination. Classroom free play is also worked into the 
learning centers that students rotate through as the teacher individualizes with other students.  
 
 
16. Is there planned time for outdoor play each day? 
Recess is an important social part of the day. Outside play and getting fresh air happens daily 
and sometimes two times a day! 
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17. How are the transitions between activities handled? 
Students will transition throughout the day to different specials and activities. They go over their 
schedule each day, so they know what to expect next. Students travel the halls with their 
teachers to the various activities.  
 
 
18. Are there additional academic offerings for my child throughout the school day? 
Students attend Spanish, Music, and Technology classes two times a week and Library once a 
week. They also attend PE class every day that they are at school. Technology begins to 
integrate into classroom projects in Kindergarten, as well.  
 
 
19. What methods of redirection/discipline are used? 
Each student is different in which approach works best for them. Some students do well with 
redirection, some may need a brain break and others may need goals set to meet each day. If a 
student has a behavior that is consistently distracting throughout the day, the teacher and the 
parents will work together to determine the best methods for the student. Should a child harm 
another child or have more severe behaviors, then the student discipline would follow our 
handbook procedures.  
 
 
20. Is there time for nap or rest? 
In Kindergarten, there is not a designated nap or rest time. The kindergarten schedule is built 
around 5 and 6-year-olds.  
 
 
21. Are there scheduled times for snacks throughout the day? 
Oakhill provides a mid-morning snack for students.  
 
 
22. How will I be told of my child’s academic progress? 
Students receive report cards quarterly and there are parent-teacher conferences scheduled 
two times a year. Teachers communicate with parents via phone call, email and we have an 
open door policy for parents who need to drop in and chat about their child’s progress. 
 
 
23. Is the atmosphere competitive? Nurturing? 
Oakhill is a very nurturing and caring community, but the students work hard! They are learning 
at a higher level and putting their best effort in all that they do at school.  

 

 



 
 
School Name___________________________________________________ Visit Date_______________ 

24. How will I know if my child is ready academically or socially to advance a grade level? 
There will be communication letting you know where your child is and how they are doing. The 
teacher’s individual time, with a student who excels, may look different than that of other 
students if they have mastered the skill that is being taught. There are no roadblocks in a 
student’s education at Oakhill and the teachers work to meet each student where they are 
academically while keeping them in the appropriate peer group.  
 
 
25. What happens after school? 
There is before and aftercare available for students. There are extra classes like karate, desk to 
5k, chess, basketball, cheerleading, robotics and music lessons offered at an additional fee. 
Students can work in extended on homework or play with friends. As they get older into the 
middle school there are leadership opportunities and more competitive athletics offerings.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


