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Dear Oakhill Alumni and Families,
On behalf of your Oakhill family, welcome back! My name is Dorothy Beckham and I am
your Development Coordinator for External Affairs and Alumni. I am excited to be a first
year "Oakhill Mommy" as well, with boys in 1st and 3rd grades – we are honored to be a
part of the Oakhill Family!
This year promises to be an exciting one with school and alumni events as well as new and
familiar faces…all bringing you back to Oakhill. I would like to welcome you to the Fall
Issue of ROOTS, The Alumni Newsletter!
Thank you to Brooke Van Lear-Jones for all her work with Alumni at Oakhill the past
couple of years. She has laid a great foundation in which I hope to continue to build on
within the Development Office! Thank you Brooke for your dedication to the school and
we are privileged to have you as an Oakhill Alumna!
Oakhill is a very significant part of your past and has shaped who you are today. Oakhill’s mission is to “provide excellence
in education through child-centered learning in a supportive, challenging, and rewarding environment that provides
students with self-confidence, values, knowledge, and the foundation for leadership through emotional, physical, and social
development.”
Whether you are still in Kansas City, moved to Springfield, St. Louis, Los Angeles, New York, or anywhere in between, we
want to hear from you! Don’t forget to keep in touch and keep us posted on any events, accomplishments, and changes
in your lives as well. “Like us” on Facebook at Oakhill Day School Alumni for the latest happenings with Oakhill and our
Alumni.
Once a Panther, always a Panther - welcome back!
Dorothy Beckham
Development Coordinator for External Affairs and Alumni

KALSU
SOCIETY

of Friends

The Kalsu Society of Friends honors Oakhill alumni who make a gift to the annual fund.
Inclusion in the Society will be renewed each year you make a financial gift to Oakhill Day School.
oakhilldayschool.org/annual-giving.html
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BANDMATES:
MUSICALLYMINDED

Oakhill friends Nick Riffle (‘99-‘08) and Michael Stancic
(‘99-‘10) play together in two bands, The Roman Alexander
Band and Professor Salty and the Wallet. Nick plays several
instruments and sings. He knows the guitar, lap steel guitar,
slide guitar, bass, drums, a little piano, and he is learning
the mandolin. Michael is also well versed in instruments
and he plays the drums and bass. When asked about their
motivation to learn new instruments, both Nick and
Michael shared that within their band experiences, they
continue to find a need for different sounds and so they
learn to fill their band needs by learning new instruments
themselves. Michael’s knack for music has roots in his
family; his mother played clarinet in high school and his
father, who dabbled on drums, guitar and bass, was the first
to teach Michael how to play a song on the guitar. Michael
gives a “shout out” to Mrs. Barb Ely, current teacher at
Oakhill Day School, for the experience he gained in the
middle school Garage Band and for personal lessons. The
Riffle family has always said that Nick must have picked up
his musical talents from his great grandfather who used to
play the banjo. In addition, Nick was very active in School
of Rock, a local music program.

song and develop the band’s instrument parts. The Roman
Alexander Band has recorded and released a CD with two
original songs and one cover.
Nick graduated from Park Hill South High School and is
attending Belmont University to study music business and
possibly audio engineering. Nick would like to pursue his
own music on the side while attending school. In five to ten
years, Nick would love to be playing with a touring band,
but says that this dream “might not be realistic.” He says, “If
my future has anything to do with music, I’ll be happy.”
Michael attends Middle Tennessee State and plans to study
audio engineering with the ultimate goal of producing
music when he graduates. In five to ten years Michael wants
to be his own boss and own a recording studio. Michael
shares, “I want to be making music that I want to make and
recording bands that I love.” •

In their bands, both Nick and Michael are responsible
for writing their own parts. Typically, the lead singer will
write lyrics and both Nick and Michael will help evolve the
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The Class of 2014

Congratulations to the Oakhill Day School Class of 2014! Welcome to an elite group as Oakhill Day School Alums! We
hope you will remain a prideful member of Oakhill and take full advantage of the great cultural and athletic programs that
are open for alumni. These events provide a great opportunity to connect with fellow Oakhill alums, share memories, and
maintain relationships.
Wishing you all the best in your high school careers!
Darcy Bond – Pembroke Hill
Drake Chandler – Park Hill South
Ali Cloud – Park Hill South
Matthew Cuzner – Park Hill South
Harrison Feaster – Park Hill South
Jeremiah Garrett – Liberty High School
Gibson Hanke – Staley High School
Cameron Koeniguer – Park Hill South
Billy Maples – Park Hill
Brady McCanles – Rockhurst High School
Evan Morris – Park Hill South
Trent Neutgens – Park Hill South
Sammy Peterson – Pembroke Hill
Photo By: SC Motion and Stills, LLC

Calling All Class Representatives!

By becoming a class representative, you agree to be the bridge between Oakhill and its alumni. Your job as class representative
is very important. We hope that by accepting this duty, you will always be an advocate of Oakhill Day School to your fellow
classmates/alumni, prospective families, and members of the community at large.

Representative responsibilities include:

Updating contact information; such as mailing addresses, telephone numbers, and email addresses of fellow alumni upon
notification of such changes
Encouraging communication and participation in Oakhill Alumni events
Gathering alumni data on a per class basis (including college acceptance, honors and awards, marriage, birth, illness, death, etc.)
Keeping Oakhill current on the needs of its alumni community, such as summer or after school work, volunteer opportunities, and
connections
Assisting in future alumni fundraising and in various phases of planning for alumni events: ideas, planning, and implementation
Please contact Dorothy Beckham if you would like to be a class representative or if you would like more information.
(dorothy.beckham@oakhilldayschool.org)
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OAKHILL

HIGH SCHOOL

BEYOND

We want to congratulate our 8th Grade Class of 2010! These students are now high school graduates and are moving along
on their journey. “Oh the places you’ll go…”
Gabriella Ferro – Cornell College
Plans to get a Ph. D., learn Italian, plant 100 trees, and cure a disease.
Jacob Eisler – University of Missouri-Columbia
“Oakhill was the beginning of a long road of happiness and success that will take me through a lifetime.”
Jacob Reinmiller – Belmont University
“My dream is to become a music producer or owner of a major record company. I think I would really enjoy that because
music is what I am best at and it is what I like to play in my spare time.”
Madison Fitzgerald – Vanderbilt University
“I’m not sure what the future holds for me. I know that Oakhill has given me the skills that I will need to succeed in
whatever I choose to do.”
Michael Stancic – Middle Tennessee State University
“Oakhill has given me the knowledge to become the very best I can be.”
Michelle Vartanov – University of Missouri-Kansas City
“Oakhill has given me things that no other school could; self-confidence, knowledge, and so much more!”
Perri Miller – Missouri State University
“It is my turn now. Preparation is key for me to succeed in the future and that is what my years at Oakhill Day School have
given me.”
Rachel Brown – University of Missouri-Columbia
“Life is a never-ending song. It can make you happy, it can make you sad, but in the end, it’s really just what you want it to
be to you.”
Shelby Dodson – Eureka College
“My dream is to become a famous architectural engineer. I hope to go to college to achieve this and have a successful life. I
believe Oakhill has set me on the right path to get there.”
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Coming Up at Oakhill

Take time to reconnect this year with Oakhill alumni at these exciting events!
Trap Shooting Event
Saturday, October 25th, KCTA 10 AM -2 PM
Join us for this new event, Trap Shooting. Chance to come out, enjoy the fall weather and shoot a few
clay pigeons. Teams and sponsorships still available!
Admissions Open House
Saturday, November 15, 10:00 AM- 12:00 PM
Join us as we showcase Oakhill Day School to prospective families, interested parents, and potential donors in demonstrating what
makes our approach to educating the whole child unique and impressive.
Chat and Chew
Tuesday, November 25th, Oakhill Day School Panther Power Place
High School Alumni are invited back to Oakhill to share their high school experiences with the current 7th and 8th graders. Show
your support as these Panthers get ready to head to high school!
Alumni Open House
Monday, January 5th, Oakhill Day School
Join fellow alum at this annual affair! Say hello to Oakhill teachers, learn the latest happenings and connect with fellow alumni. Stop by
the Spirit Store to get your Oakhill Alumni gear! Kick-off is at 1:30pm with the Alumni/Faculty Volleyball Game at 3pm.
Childrens Auction
Wednesday, February 25, 3:45-5:30 PM at Oakhill Day School
Take part in the excitement surrounding our largest fundraiser, the Annual Auction, with with a silent auction of childrens items.
Big Wig Shindig
Saturday, February 28
Join us for our largest fundraising event of the school year, The Big Wig Shindig Annual Auction. This
event will take place at the Embassy Suites off Tiffany Springs Parkway.
Dinner with Mrs. G
Wednesday, April 1st, Margarita’s 7013 North Oak Trafficway, Kansas City, MO 64118
Can’t miss this event with dinner at 5pm. Catch up with Mrs. G… what’s going on at Oakhill and the latest with you!
Oakhill Acorn Day Celebration
Friday, April 17, 2:45 PM at Oakhill Day School
Coinciding with the Earth Day Celebration, this fundraising event supports the beautification of the school landscape and provides an
opportunity for donors to honor or memorialize a special someone in their life.
Oakhill 5K Run: Neon Rush
Saturday, May 16 at Oakhill Day School
5K Run/ Walk takes place at Oakhill Day School. The proceeds from this event go to the Athletics Department. You can come join us
for this event. All ages are welcome to attend. We also have sponsorship opportunities available.
8th Grade Graduation,
Thursday, May 21st, Oakhill Day School
Come celebrate our 8th graders as they complete this milestone year with a look back on their childhood
journey and a forward glimpse into their high school experience.

For more information and the latest with Oakhill Day School Alumni, like us on Facebook or contact Dorothy Beckham, Development
Coordinator for External Affairs and Alumni dorothy.beckham@oakhilldayschool.org!
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akhill’s yearly musical programs became something
that alumni Brennan Caldwell looked forward to
every year. Currently living in New York City, Brennan is
involved in acting, writing, producing, and fundraising
to launch his and his colleagues’ work. Brennan’s newest
project is building a web series. Similar to a television series,
a web series is comprised of scripted videos or episodes that
are released over the Internet. The web series Brennan is
working on is a comedy about a group of young actors just
out of college who are beginning their careers in theater.
This is Brennan’s first experience working in episodic
comedy.
“So many of the things in the script that seem absurd are
things that actually happened to one of us,” he shares. The
experience has been a crash course for Brennan and he
reflects on it as “exciting and terrifying, but really fulfilling
so far." Keep your eye out for his web series called "OFF.”
Brennan was nominated for an Indie Series Award in the
category of Best Actor (Comedy) for his performance in
another web series called “Twenty Five”. “Twenty Five” was
nominated for three other Indie Series Awards, including
Best Web Series (Comedy), Best Actress (Alex Trow) and
Best Supporting Actress (Jessica DiGiovanni). The awards
ceremony took place in Los Angeles, California on April
2nd.
Oakhill: What are your favorite Oakhill memories?
Brennan: Oakhill provided an astounding outlet for
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creativity while I was there. Mrs. Segura, Mrs. Hansen,
Ms. Douthit, and Mrs. Hill were among my earliest figures
of inspiration. I will never forget the iMovie class Ms.
Douthit taught. This, more than anything, helped me
discover a passion for filmmaking (something I've done
consistently since, if “OFF” is any indication). Another
favorite memory: When I was in “The Music Man” my
seventh grade year, Tenley Hansen, who directed it, gave
me a gift most middle school boys would be embarrassed to
receive; a plastic tackle box meant to hold theater makeup.
The accompanying note said something like, "For this and
many opening nights to come." I was deeply touched - I
don't know if I showed it at the time, but I was. I used that
box throughout high school, took it to college, and it still
keeps me company in my New York apartment as a tangible
reminder of the people whose inspiration has made me who
I am.
Oakhill: Who inspires you?
Brennan: Honestly, there have been many. One who
constantly comes to mind is a friend that I met in college.
His name is Marshall and he is a fantastic actor but he is
also a writer, composer, and director. He graduated three
years ahead of me and he and I had a fantastic working
relationship in college. After graduating, Marshall went on
to work regionally as an actor. He has written and directed
shows Off Broadway. He is working for DreamWorks right
now and he's done some really amazing things. Since I
have come to the city, he and I have worked together pretty
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frequently and I think we have a really strong collaboration.
He actually has a group of people that he brings together
to work with and they constantly bolster me. It's true
collaboration and it makes me feel that this is the right place
for me.
Oakhill: What's the best advice you've been given and who
gave it to you?
Brennan: My friend Sam gave me this advice about acting
and I think he heard it from one of his acting teachers. "A
lot of people are worried they've missed their opportunity
or that their opportunity is never coming for them. You're
not waiting for a train and you haven't missed your train.
There is no train. You will hop on when it is time for you to
hop on."
Oakhill: What goals do you have for the near future?
Brennan: That's tough. I mean, honestly, at this point in
my career, which is still very early, I am trying to keep my
mind and my options open, so I'm not necessarily going to
say I want this or that or that I'm going to focus on a certain
thing. I am in New York because there are a lot of people
who inspire me here. I've gotten the chance to work with
a lot of people that I met in college, or through friends in
college, who have cast me in things out here. So much about
trying to create a career and have a career in the creative
arts is about finding people that you trust and surrounding
yourself with them. I've had the opportunity to do that
with several circles of people. Honestly, I think that right
now my goal is to continue to foster a really strong creative
community and then hopefully go somewhere with that
community.

Flashback Alert...
Check out Brennan in Ms. Douthit's Sixth Grade Class!

Theater is Brennan's first love, but he invests his time in film
and television work as well and is in the process of figuring
out how to pursue each of them. During his college days at
Yale University, Brennan performed in over 30 productions
including "Amadeus", "Sweeney Todd", "The Twenty-Fifth
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee", "A Midsummer
Night's Dream", and a slew of original productions.
The Spizzwink's acapella singing group also kept him busy
with 100 concerts a year from his freshman year through
his junior year at Yale. As a senior, Brennan was inducted
into The Whiffenpoofs singing group where he traveled and
sang, including a three-month world tour. With the "Whiffs"
he appeared on NBC's "The Sing-Off."
Brennan enjoys the busyness of his life; it makes him happy!
Besides his work, he finds time to journal his creative ideas
and walk around New York and experience its culture. •

8

OAKHILL DAY SCHOOL

If you'd like to stay plugged into upcoming performances
and follow his career, check out Brennan's website:
brennancaldwell.com

I DREAM
DANCING

OF

Ever since she was a little girl, Michelle Vartanov loved to dance around her house to the classical music her aunt would
play for her on CDs. Being an only child, Michelle’s entertainment growing up consisted primarily of finding something to
do by herself. Besides drawing, dancing was Michelle’s favorite thing to do each day. When her mother noticed Michelle’s
natural fascination with dance, she enrolled Michelle in ballet at only four years of age.
*Tell me about your passion for dance…
My passion for dance is something indescribable. I know
it sounds cheesy, but there is nothing else in the world that
makes me happier then to be within the music and dance
my heart out! I can't imagine life without dance, I feel terrible when I only miss one class.
*How long have you been dancing?
I have been dancing for 14 years now! I have been a company member for 5 of those years. Ballet is literally my life.
At this point, I have done it for so long that it is really like
my daily routine.
*What kind of dance have you done? (Tap, jazz, ballet,
etc…)
I have only had classical ballet, but as a company member, I
have taken modern ballet and jazz for 4 years.
*How often do you practice?

ROOTS

FALL 2014

Since I'm a company member, I take the most classes
compared to lower levels. I dance on Mondays, Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays for a minimum of
14.5 hours weekly.
*How does your schooling work for your rigorous dance
schedule?
Ballet can make finishing homework a bit of a challenge.
Often times, I don't finish my homework before ballet class
starts so then I would come home after class and actually
start studying for my school classes.
*What’s your favorite thing about dancing? Why do you
dance?
My favorite thing about dancing...well…that's a hard question. I like working hard and pushing myself past my limits.
You learn more about yourself and your limits when you
strive to be better everyday. Ballet has taught me diligence,
patience, and determination. Also some pain toleration,
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because nothing comes easy, including building strong
muscles, especially pointe shoes. I definitely would not
have gotten far without these qualities. I also love the fact
that I can forget everything, all of my problems and worries,
and just focus on dance. It's like you’re in a different world
because the atmosphere is very different.
*What are some goals and dreams you have for the future?
Well, I wish I could be an actual dancer but I'm not exactly
built for that dream. I think I could be a teacher but I’m not
really sure. I do wish to continue dancing as much as I can
even though I will be in college. It'll be too hard for me to
just completely drop something I have done for so long.
*How are your experiences at Ballet North or other
groups you have danced with?
My experience at Ballet North is great! I haven't been to
other studios before, so, Ballet North is like my second
home. The teachers are wonderful and are always trying to
help you reach your full potential. The teachers are professional dancers that danced in prestigious dance companies
and who really know what they are teaching you instead of
just wasting your time and money.
*What are some performances you have been in?
I have been in lots of performances! Here is my list: "Alice
in Wonderland" (twice), "Sleeping Beauty" (twice), "Cinderella" (twice), "Paquita", "Watermark", "La Fille Mal Gardee",
"Carmen", "Coppelia", "Carmina Burana", "Giselle", and
"Beauty and the Beast".
*If you could give one thought on what makes ballet so
special, what would it be?
Something very important that I want people to know
is that ballet is not just pretty costumes and other things
people seem to associate with ballet, it is tremendously hard
work. It deserves respect just as much as Olympic athletes
and others. There is a big difference between sports and
dance. In sports you have hard physical things you do and
you can grunt and wear sports clothes and shoes that are
made to make everything comfortable for the athlete. Dancers have hard physical things they do in extremely painful shoes and very uncomfortable costumes with blinding
lights...and don't forget the smile? Can you feel the difference? There are many false stereotypes that people believe
about ballet and I hope that at least your readers can see
ballet from a dancer's point of view. (I in no way want to say
that sports are easy or to be disrespectful to the hard work
athletes do.)•
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Annual Report of Giving
ANNUAL REPORT OF GIVING 2013-2014

I

would like to thank everyone who supported Oakhill Day School this past year – current and
past families, alumni, grandparents, faculty, staff, and friends. Support comes in many forms:
giving time and expertise, assisting at the school, chaperoning trips, serving on committees, planning school events, and donating to the Annual Fund and various fundraising efforts.
The generosity, philanthropy, and spirit of volunteerism across our entire school community
inspires and drives our continued growth and progress. We all share the same vision and goals
– to give our students the best overall education we can deliver. The students benefit from your
investment in the school, establishing a pattern for them to emulate as they become leaders of the
future – making Oakhill a priority.
I thank you for your generous contributions of time, talent, and resources. We hope to see 100%
faculty/staff, Board of Trustees, and parent participation this school year. Exciting happenings are
on the horizon!
Deeply appreciative,
Suzanne McCanles
Head of School

Annual Report of Giving
2013-2014 FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

Income and Expenses
2013-2014 UNAUDITED

Income
Tuition and Fees

83.02%

Fundraising

7.63%

School Events

.39%

Extracurricular Programs

8.89%

Other

.07%

Total Income

$3,178,802.48

ANNUAL FUND
OVER 3 YEARS

2011-12
$61,001
2013-14
$84,144

Expenses
Personnel

78.53%

Curriculum

5.16%

Facilities and Utilities

10.26%

Administrative

3.57%

Other

2.48%

Total Expense

$3,092,129.03
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2012-13
$83,411
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Annual Report of Giving
MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

T

he anticipation of the start of another
school year is an opportunity to reflect
on experiences which have brought us to this
point and to look forward to those which lie
ahead. For me personally, having watched
my son Evan graduate from the 8th grade this
past Spring, it’s an opportunity to reflect on
our nine years at Oakhill and realize the impact the school has had, not only on our son
as the student, but on our entire family.

2013-2014
Board of Trustees

President
Michael Morris
Vice President
Dennis Carter
Treasurer
Sean Eisler
Secretary
Lee Miller
Jane Ann Gorsky
Ron Gregg
Eddy Saylor

Oakhill has left Evan well prepared to meet
future challenges, whether scholastic or
otherwise. When we say we educate "the
whole child", I see the evidence and the
results. As parents this is what we strive for
and this is why we invest in private education.
My wife Karen and I have both had many
opportunities to volunteer at Oakhill over
the past nine years. The personal satisfaction
and sense of accomplishment received from
these opportunities is immeasurable. To
be involved in our son’s education, to be
part of the progress and growth Oakhill
has experienced, to work alongside faculty
and staff and see and feel the passion and
dedication, to be able to share our expertise
and give back to the community in a
productive and meaningful way, to make
friends which will last a lifetime- these
opportunities created a sense of purpose and
belonging we take with us and we know will
stay with us indefinitely. We are truly grateful
for what Oakhill has given us. Our only hope
is others will realize what is received by giving
and feel compelled to serve as we have.
The 2013-2014 school year was an exciting
and successful one at Oakhill. Record
enrollment, settling into our new classroom
space in the south building, hugely successful
annual auction, community partnerships and
other fundraisers, technology and security
improvements, facility improvements too
numerous to list, and now a new parking
lot (parking spaces and restrooms- the two
most requested improvements…) to show
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that change, growth, and excitement are all
around us! Our partnership with the City of
Gladstone has been instrumental in providing
the opportunity for additional classroom and
parking space. But, it’s the generosity of the
Oakhill community that has made these and
other improvements a reality- the generosity
that will allow us to continue improving the
educational experience at Oakhill as we move
into a new school year and into the future.
The Board of Trustees joins me in sincerely
thanking you for your support of our school.
Your generosity means so much.
As we move into another school year we ask
for your continued support and commitment
to help us maintain the growth and progress
we see all around us. The Board of Trustees
establishes tuition rates consistent with
the recommendations of NAIS (National
Association of Independent Schools). Those
recommendations include setting tuition
at roughly 85% of the real cost to educate
the student. The remaining 15%, NAIS
recommends be made up through fundraising
efforts. The theory behind this design is
two-fold, first keeping tuition rates as low
as possible to make private education as
affordable as possible and second, to provide
opportunity for the school community to
come together with a sense of purpose to fill
the remaining 15% gap through fundraising
efforts. Currently "the gap" (the 15%)
amounts to roughly $1,500 per year per
student. Of this $1500, roughly $1000 goes
to cover short term funding needs relating
to normal operations of the school. The
remaining $500 is used for planning and
providing for the future of Oakhill. The
Board of Trustees, in conjunction with staff
and select outside advisors, has developed and
continually updates a strategic plan which
forecasts future needs and works to ensure
funds are available to provide a thriving
Oakhill for generations to come.
I again appeal to and challenge the Oakhill
community to support our school in our

Annual Report of Giving
MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

various fundraising efforts. Your generosity helps provide
current students with the best Oakhill experience and helps
facilitate growth and progress for students yet to come.
Oakhill’s status as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization
provides tax deductibility in some cases and is a great way
to invest in your child and your community.

support and your future consideration of support for
Oakhill Day School.
Michael E. Morris
President, Board of Trustees

The Board of Trustees again thanks you for your past

Annual Report of Giving
MESSAGE FROM THE DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

Golf Tournament
$8,683.69

Community Partnerships
$22,228.20

Annual Fund
$84,144.23

Rebate Programs
$4,729.09

Neon Rush 5K
$5,114.61

Acorn Day
$1,366.52

Auction
$112,477.74

Other
$3,824.87

T

he support you see in this report is an excellent sign of philanthropy. We have multiple
new or expanded partnerships. These passionate donors reflect belief in Oakhill Day
School’s mission and commitment to our students and families. We are very fortunate to
have such a strong partnership of families, alumni, educators, Board of Trustees, and professional staff! All of these partnerships make Oakhill unique and a great educational environment for our children.
Thank you for supporting the fundraising for the 2013-2014 school year . I believe that good
fundraising is never about the money. It’s about the desire to improve your community and
the world for the better. Thank you for continuing to make Oakhill Day School a better place.
Sincerely,
Rebecca DiGerlamo
Director of Development
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Annual Report of Giving
2013-2014 LIST OF DONORS
Circle of Excellence
The Cass Family
John Ku•
Michael and Karen Morris

Head of School Circle

Dennis and Jan Carter
Dr. Robin Morris and Darrin Clawson
Mr. and Mrs. David Driskill
John and Suzanne Eggers
Sean and Haley Eisler•
Gladstone Area Chamber of CommerceF
Brent and Jenny Giles
Dr. Michelle Dew and Ron Gregg
Mike and Jana Guidry
Ben and Cinnemon Hilmes
Benjamin and Susan Jones
Kansas City Chess Club
Dr. An Le and Tan Nguyen
Anonymous
Kevin and Suzanne McCanles
Mr. James and Mrs. Kristy McCormick
John and Lee Miller•
Marcus and Cara Painter
The Potts Family
Brett and Elaine Smith
Dr. Justin and Jennifer Teiwes
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Van Duser, IIIF
Brett and Debbie Yantis

1947 Club

Timothy and Courtney Bettington
Mr. and Mrs. Quentin Cole
David and Jackie Conkling
Kendall and Leecil Culbertson
Dustin and Shelby Durand
David and Erica Ferrara
Dr. Rebecca Fisher and Bradley Fisher
Scott and Traci Fleming
Ryan and Dina Hamilton
The Mackenzie King Family
Joel and Ann Koeniguer
Sunny and Jana Kumar
The Latier Family
Anonymous
Scott and Joy Miller•
Philip and Trina Pardon
Robert and Lexie Pohl
Mr. and Mrs. Matt Roche
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Roesner•
Artzee Umali
•
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Teal and White

Nick and Piper Abernathy
Sonali and Vikas Agarwal
Stephen and Katelyn Anderson
Anonymous
Angie Austin
Vera Austin
Julie Bearce
Kevin and Constance Brown
Jason and Gina Burnam
Dean and Cindi Carter
Paul and Kelley Catterson
Todd and Stacey Churchill
Anonymous
Andy Harken and Stacie Cooley
Brett and Tera Coughlin
The Cuzner Family
Carl and Rebecca DiGerlamo
Bradley and Claudia Feaster
Terri Ferris
Jane Ann Gorsky
Bryce and Dana Granberg
Joel and Kristin Hennenfent
Mike and Janet Holloway
Greg and Colleen Horwitz
The Hupp Family
Helen Saylor Kimes and Gary Kimes
Bill and Kathryn Lingerfelt
Drs. Collin and Brian Lovitt
The Mallams Family
Mr. Andrew Wert and Mrs. Michelle McDanielA
Dr. Ryan McNellis and Dr. Emily McNellis
Zachary and Lyndsy Morton
Robin Nguyen
Kent and Heeok Peterson
Dr. Dick Gregory and Mrs. Danielle Robbins-Gregory
Anna Schlagenhauff
Kevin and Michelle Shekleton
The Somasegaran Family
Jason and Micah Sonderman
Meagan Soria
Ronald Sorrells
Connor and Shannon Stumpenhaus
Dan and Mary Lee Sturdevant
Jenni Syed
Susan Tate
Henok Tekeste and Radity Hassen
Vinnie and KeddyVaccaro
Leon and Heather Versfeld
Jack and Melissa Wenenn
Michael Guo and Daphne Yang

Kalsu Society of Friends Alumni Donors • C Curriculum Family of Funds • A Arts Family of Funds • S Athletics Family of Funds • F Campus Family of Fund
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Friends of Oakhill

The Abella Family
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Dr. Lisa Avery and Mr. Jonathan Avery
Mr. and Mrs. Chad Bernholtz
Mrs. Brenda Bock
Scott and Angela Boedecker
Calvin and Sandra Bond
Whitney Boyd
Cara Brooner
John and Judy Brown
Susan Brown
Heath and Martha Burch
Shaun Carpenter and Kristen Miller
Stephen and Tara Clark
Janelle M. Crouse
The Dodson Family
Jason and Carina Draut
Ron and Laura Eischen
Susan Ellis
Steve and Barb Ely
The Eshleman Family
Kayla and Oscar Estrada
Lee FeaglesAS
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Flanagan
Aaron and Katie Fowler
Jeffery and Amy Ganaden
Andrew and Leah Gipe
Matt and Haley Haar
Aaron Hall
Mike and Renee Hannigan
Huntley Harken
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Hill
Matthew and Michelle Holtman
Ethan and Amelia Hsu
Heidi Hule
Leah Hyatt
Aaron and Tammy Jackson
Eric and Meghan Jansen
Jason and Michelle Jarvis
Timothy and Chelsea Johnson
Steve and Brooke Jones
Ms. Kim Jones
Justin and Michelle Kieslich
Lisa King
Cam and Aimee Kirkpatrick
The Kisela Family
Linda Kramer
Dr. Lori and Mr. Zachary Kramer
Nicolaus Kuehn
Kayla and Marcus Mackey
Amy and Ava Mallams
Lisa and Harry Manley
•

Aaron and Hillary Marshall
Drew and Rana Martin
Sue Martin
Dr. Russell and Dr. Jennifer McCullough
Stephany McDaniel
Anonymous
John and Stacy Miller
Dr. Miralda Moreno and Mr. Eric Mangum
Scott and Rebecca Mountjoy
Brian and Melody Murch
Kurt Neutgens
Nancy Neutgens
Peter and Maggie Newhouse
Brian and Cyndie O'Bleness
Douglas Omillion and Roseanne Ongyiu
Tyler and Amanda Park
Anonymous
Erin and Natalie Peterson
Sharon Phillips
The Puls Family
Ashley Ralph
Phillip and Cristan Rayl
Anonymous
Mrs. Brittani Rhoades
Anonymous
Nicole Rocha
Susan and Tom Rolli
Anonymous
Ed and Kathi Rule
Tamala Sakaguchi
Bill and Janet Sanders
Eddy and Jeanne Saylor
Elaine Scheidecker
Anonymous
Jolene N. Shaw
Michelle and Jason Sousley
Mr. and Mrs. Gerrad SpeerS
Joan Spooner
Lori Stallman
Mary Steinle
Bob Stevens•
Anonymous
Trish Stripling
William and Judy Teiwes
Allen and Patricia Tenner
Mr. and Mrs. Micah Tenner
Ruth Thompson
Kathy Trager
Marc and Mandy VanGorp
Christopher and Tonya Vaughn
Anonymous
Cody Walker Holmes
Franklin and Kristi Weatherford
James and Eva Webb
The Gavin Weimhold Family
Helen Wills
Benjamin and Amy Wright
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Mr. and Mrs. Yi
Mr. and Mrs. Zdvorak
Anonymous

Corporations and Foundations
Argus Health
Carmax Foundation
MeadWestvaco Foundation
ProQuest

Gifts in Memoriam

In Memory of Wanda Lee Kalsu (on behalf of Bob Stevens)
In Memory of Charles Spooner (on behalf of Joan Spooner)
In Memory of Gene Feagles (on behalf of Lee Feagles)
In Memory of Barbara Evola (on behalf of Vinnie and Keddy Vaccaro)

Gifts in Honor

In Honor of Atticus and Roman Cowan (on behalf of Tamala Sakaguchi)
In Honor of Avery and Kendall Giles (on behalf of Susan Tate)
In Honor of Ellaina Sanders (on behalf of Bill and Janet Sanders)
In Honor of Dani and Emma Dake (on behalf of Verna Austin)
In Honor of Mary-Kathryn and Jackson Wert (on behalf of Stephanie McDaniel)
In Honor of Matthew and Colin Cuzner (on behalf of Ronald Sorrells)
In Honor of Tatum Smith (on behalf of Mr. Stephen Smith and Mrs. Angela Tatum-Smith)
In Honor of Natalie Hall (on behalf of Mr. Aaron Hall)
In Honor of Sam and Carl Molle (on behalf of Susan Ellis)
In Honor of Sophia and Victoria Martin (on behalf of Sue Martin)
In Honor of Mia Carpenter (on behalf of Shaun Carpenter and Kristen Miller)
•

Kalsu Society of Friends Alumni Donors • C Curriculum Family of Funds • A Arts Family of Funds • S Athletics Family of Funds • F Campus Family of Fund

"Oakhill is a place where I learn, a place where I
make friends, and really a place where I can be
myself." - Delaney Clawson, 7th Grade
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Annual Report of Giving
2013-2014 FUND-A-NEED

Thank you to all of the generous donors who donated towards the basketball goals from Auction 2013-2014 Fund-A-Need
“The strength of the team is each individual member. The strength of each member is the team.” • Phil Jackson
2014 Fund-A Need Contributors

Dennis and Jan Carter
Scott and Tara Clark
David and Jackie Conkling
Kendall and Leecil Culbertson
Chad and Elizabeth Cuzner
Carl and Rebecca DiGerlamo
Sean and Haley Eisler
Brad and Claudia Feaster
David and Erica Ferrara
Brent and Jenny Giles
Ron Gregg and Michelle Dew
Ryan and Dina Hamilton
Michael and Renee Hannigan
Jeff Heigert
Joel and Kristin Hennenfent
Mike and Janet Holloway
Cam and Aimee Kirkpatrick
Joel and Ann Koeniguer
Stephany Kuehn
Aaron and Hillary Marshall
Kevin and Suzanne McCanles
Marvin and Judy McCanles
"We formed a bond that was beyond a group of
James and Kristy McCormick
athletes, we had become brothers. I think that's what
Lance and Veronika McDonald
Oakhill is about." Brady McCanles, Class of 2014
Ryan and Emily McNellis
Scott and Joy Miller
Scott and Lee Miller
Dr. Miralda Moreno-Mangum and Mr. Eric Magnum
Michael and Karen Morris
Kent and Heeok Peterson
Chad and Kristen Pickens
The Potts Family
Matt and Stacey Quarles
Matt and Bernadette Roche
Ed and Kathy Rule
Bob and Cindy Sevier
Jason and Micah Sonderman
William and Robin Spooner
Chris and Tonya Vaughn
Leon and Heather Versfeld
Matthew and Jennifer Waldman
Wes Willett
Frank and Michele Yager
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Annual Report of Giving
2013-2014 COMMUNITY PARTNERS

Community Partners are businesses within and outside the Oakhill Day School community who financially
support Oakhill Day School and its mission. These businesses consider Oakhill Day School to be a marketing
opportunity while Oakhill Day School is able to utilize these funds to support programming.
Thank you to all of our community businesses who financially supported Oakhill Day School through the 20132014 school year.

MIGHTY OAK

PRIDE

Community Partnership Levels for 2013-2014
Mighty Oak ($7,500 and above)
Pride ($5,000)
Spirit (3,500)
Panther (2,000)
Acorn ($1,000)
Cub ($500)
PANTHER

•
For your business to partner with Oakhill as a Community
Partner, please contact Rebecca DiGerlamo at 816-436-6228 or
rebecca.digerlamo@oakhilldayschool.org.
Thank you for your support!

ACORN
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Tom Johnson, CSP
816.918.4009

OAKHILL DAY SCHOOL

Annual Report of Giving
2013-2014 ACORN DAY

Acorn Day is a collaborative effort between Alumni, Faculty, Students, Parents, Grandparents, and Friends of Oakhill.
Through song, student poetry, and a ceremonial planting, the Acorn Day Celebration serves as the first event commemorating the end of the Eighth Grade Class' educational journey at Oakhill, as they pass down their legacy to the Preschool
students just beginning their journey. Oakhill celebrated Acorn Day on April 18, 2014.
2013 Acorn Day List of Donors
Patricia Bertrand-Ridpath
John and Lori Blake
Tom and Caroline Broome
Kevin and Connie Brown
Shaun Carpenter and Kristen Miller
Dean, Cindi, and Elise Carter
Dennis and Jan Carter
Class of 2014
Amy and Joe Clevenger
Ellie Colson
David and Jackie Conkling
Roger and Judy Cornell
Kendell and Leecil Culbertson
The Cuzner Family
Dr. Michelle Dew and Ron Gregg
Kathryn Dodson
Marcy Driskill
Brianna Ely
Bob and Judy Everly
Brad and Claudia Feaster
Brad and Becky Fisher
Adrian and Mary Goettl
Mike and Jana Guidry
Doc and Rosemary Jenkins
Helen and Gary Kimes
Mike and Lisa King
The Kisela Family
David and Dana Leska
R.D. and Toni Mallams
Kevin and Suzanne McCanles
Molly and Maeve McCullough
Shirley McCullough
Lyanna McManus
Charles Melloway and Monica Chandler
Alexander and Kiyoko Nakano
RE/MAX Innovations
Jason and Julie Rule
Jeanne and Eddy Saylor
Brett and Elaine Smith
Jason and Micah Sonderman
Meagan Soria
Joan Spooner
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Dan and Mary Lee Sturdevant
William and Judy Teiwes
Jack and Ava Teiwes
Chris and Tonya Vaughn
Helen Wills
Linda Wilson
Barry Yantis

Photo By: SC Motion and Stills, LLC

Benches were underwritten in recognition of the following:
In Memory of
Judy McDonald by Marcy Driskill
In Honor of
Miss Stinson by The McCanles Family
Mia and Aidan Dozier by Doc and Rosemary Jenkins
Ava, Grayson and Alma Kirkpatrick by Doc and Rosemary Jenkins
Jacque Vaughn by The Vaughn Family
Drake Chandler and Liam Chandler-Melloway by Monica Chandler
and Charles Melloway
Undesignated by RE/MAX Innovations
Oakhill Day School by Gladstone Chamber of Commerce
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CLASS NOTES
ALUMNI
HIGH
SCHOOL

Holly Hawkins (2013)
Oakhill Day School provided an
excellent foundation for Holly
by challenging her with various
projects, teaching time management,
and encouraging excellence. Since
Holly has left Oakhill, she has had
a successful freshman year and a
great start to sophomore year at
Liberty North High School. She is
on track to keep a 4.0 grade point
average, joined the national business
organization DECA, and is playing
Varsity Tennis.

Briana Ely (2011)
After graduating from Oakhill,
Briana went to North Kansas
City High School and made the
decision to pursue the International
Baccalaureate Program (IB) there.
She played volleyball during her
freshman and sophomore years. She
has also been in choir throughout
high school.
Her high school
experience has been amazing, from Brady McCanles (2014)
new friends to the comfortable Brady is attending Rockhurst High
environment at NKC.
School. Brady's 99th percentile on
the High School placement test at
Mary Gravis (2011)
Rockhurst placed him in the top
Mary is in her senior year at Kearney five of the 326 test takers for the
Senior High School and has been exam last January. Brady made the
doing great. She has applied to all of JV football team his freshman year
her colleges of choice and is working and has already passed his driving
hard in classes this year. Mary said test, getting his license on October
“I miss everyone at Oakhill so much 18th. The first weekend of school
and I hope all is well there. I am glad he traveled to Columbia with the
I had Oakhill as a part of my life Varsity Rockhurst football team to
because it has helped me a lot and play last year's state championship
I wish I could still go to a school as runner-up and Rockhurst won 49tight-knit as it is, but high school has 14! He is looking forward to coming
been a fun and eye-opening journey back and seeing some games this
so far.”
year at Oakhill!
Amy Gruschka (2013)
The skills Amy received from
Oakhill have really helped her in
high school. Amy maintains a 4.0
GPA and plays volleyball, basketball,
soccer, and club volleyball outside
of school.
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Evan Morris (2013)
Evan is a freshman at Park Hill
South. This year he is joining
Scholar Bowl (like ODS Quiz Bowl),
computer programming club and
he's in the lighting crew for Seussical
the musical. Evan is also planning
to come back to Oakhill to help with

Quiz Bowl this year.

COLLEGE
Shelby Dodson (2010)
Shelby graduated Smithville High
School in May with honors (magna
cum laude, National Honors Society,
National English Honors) and is
now attending Eureka College in
Eureka, Illinois. While in high
school, Shelby completed a number
of dual credit courses as well as AP
classes which, when transferred to
Eureka, gave her over 30 credit hours
in coursework labeled as complete!
She is technically entering college
as a sophomore on a Presidential
scholarship as well as the Reagan
Semi-Finalist scholarship. She plans
to study history and is contemplating
a second major in communication
arts or political science.
Jacob Eisler (2010)
Jacob was accepted back into the
Honors College at Mizzou. He also
was the recipient of the Chancellor's
Scholarship for 4 years. This is the
highest scholarship you can receive
and is based on high ACT scores,
GPA, and being in the top percentage
of the class. Jacob also received the
Bright Flight Scholarship for scoring
32 on his ACT test!
KeeleyShaye Hill (2003)
KeeleyShaye has accomplished
many things throughout her
high school experience. She took
advantage of every opportunity she

could in order to become involved
and a well-rounded student and
athlete at her school. KeeleyShaye
has lettered for academics and
athletics. She is captain of the varsity
cheer team for Park Hill South, and
a 3 time recipient of All-American
Cheerleader. She traveled to London
during winter break in order to
cheer in the New Year’s Day Parade.
She is current Vice President of
South’s student council, the Director
of Recruitment for their Freshman
Mentoring Program, a member of
the A+ program, and a participate
in Junior Assembly. KeeleyShaye is
a graduate of the Northland Youth
Leadership program sponsored by
The Northland Regional Chamber
of Commerce. Because of this
program she reconnected with
two other Oakhill Alumni’s, Abby
Peoples and Annie Miller, that she
now plans to room with in college.
KeeleyShaye plans on attending the
University of Missouri in Columbia.
She is going to major in strategic
communication and minor in
fashion.
Clarice Miller (1997-2005)
Clarice began her relationship
with Oakhill Day School as a
prekindergarten student in 1997
through 6th grade in 2006. Clarice
easily transitioned into the Park Hill
School District attending Lakeview
Middle School and graduated from
Park Hill South High School in
2011. She was especially active in
band, playing the flute and piccolo.
Clarice was flute section leader in
the Panther Marching Band and first
chair flute in Symphonic (varsitylevel) Band. She is currently a senior
at the University of Iowa where she
will graduate in May 2015 with two
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degrees: Flute Performance and
Health Studies. She is a member
of the honors program at U of I.
Clarice is a very proud member of
the Hawkeye Marching Band and
Section Leader of the Piccolo Section.
Clarice is the parliamentarian of the
Epsilon Sigma chapter of Phi Sigma
Pi National Honors Fraternity. She
also served on the National Review
Committee for Phi Sigma Pi National
Philanthropy. Clarice says that
“Oakhill allowed me to be myself
and develop my own personality so
that when I made the transition to
public school, it was easy to stay true
to myself because I knew who I was
thanks to the support of the Oakhill
faculty. I always thought that was a
really important part about Oakhill.”

later including two cymbal camps,
lots of practice, weight lifting, and
two auditions, she made the line!
Go Hawks!

Olivia Miller (2000-2008)
Olivia attended Oakhill Day School
as a Kindergarten student through
6th grade. She credits Oakhill
teachers for inspiring her to be
her best. Olivia graduated in 2014
from Park Hill South (PHS) High
School. During her senior year she
was Concert Master in Symphonic
(Varsity-level)
Orchestra,
cocaptain of her cross country team,
and an officer in both Key Club and
the Freshman Mentoring Program.
As a graduating senior, Olivia was
awarded the PHS National School
Orchestra Award in recognition for
her musicianship and achievements
in her orchestra program. She
is currently a freshman at the
University of Iowa in their honors
program pursuing a degree in
pharmacy. Despite Olivia’s love
of the violin, cello and piano, she
challenged herself to try out for the
Hawkeye Marching Band Drum
Line playing cymbals! Ten weeks

POST
GRADUATE

Olivia and Clarice Miller with fellow
Alum Bryce Wehling ('94-'02).

Doug Soule (2007)
Doug is in his sophomore year at
Southern Utah University as an
Information Systems major. He
moved with his parents to Utah after
high school and loves it!

Heather Johnson Dunn
Heather is a 6th Grade teacher
in Stoutsville, Ohio with her
certification in Administration.
Heather is married to husband
Adam who is an auctioneer. They
have two children; Hayden is a first
grader and Grant is 2 1/2.
Erin Erdman (1985-1990)
Erin attended the Art Institute
of Portland and is a stay at home
mother with her two children.
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Amber Johnson Hoffman
Amber works for the Kansas City
Police Department.
Amber is
married to husband David who
is also with the Kansas City Police
Department. They have one son,
Isaac who is 2 1/2.

go to ODS every morning!
Justin Emily Wills
Justin went to Oakhill preschool to
5th grade and is now a proud Oakhill
Parent!! “I love walking by the Shaw
Wing every day!” Justin married
her high school sweatheart, Nick
and they will be celebrating their
11th wedding anniversary October
2014. Justin is a proud parent
of Emily (2nd grade) and Harry
(preschool). Emily is involved in
swimming and dancing and Harry
is involved in soccer. Justin works
as a Public Relations Consultant
for American Century Investments
and is currently working to get
her Marketing Communications
Masters through the journalism
school at Kansas University.

Jinger Johnson Huffman
Jinger and her husband Chris
are both CPAs. Their daughter
Magnolia is 13 months old and they Kent Peterson (Little Folks)
live in Westminster, Colorado.
My parents saw the value of private
education through the eyes of Mrs.
Rachel Leyh
Kalsu, the founder of Little Folks
Rachel is active in the arts. A which today is Oakhill Day School.
graduate from Stephens College Mrs. Kalsu was my Kindergarten
in 2012, Rachel has a Bachelor of teacher. My wife Heeok and I want
Fine Arts with an acting emphasis. our kids to have every opportunity
Currently Rachel is performing at available to them so that they can
The Coterie and working in the Box succeed in today's world and that
Office there. Last season she starred is why we are back at Oakhill Day
in two shows at The Coterie and School. Lucas is in 1st grade and
one at The Unicorn Theatre. Rachel Lucia is in Preschool. They love to
played Hattie in “Dear America:
ROOTS is published for the alumni, parent, past parent,
Across the Wide and Lonesome
grandparent, faculty, staff, and friend community of Oakhill
Prairie” and Ellen in “Number
Day School.
the Stars” at The Coterie. At The
Unicorn Theatre, Rachel portrayed
Head of School: Suzanne McCanles
Tammie in “Soul Collector.” Rachel
Alumni Coordinator: Dorothy Beckham
is also a part of the Dramatic Health
Co-Editors: Michelle McDaniel and Chad Pendleton
Education (DHEP) at The Coterie.
Director of Development: Rebecca DiGerlamo
DHEP is a tour where one medical
student from either KU or UMKC,
Letters and suggestions for future editions of ROOTS are
and one actor from The Coterie,
welcomed and encouraged. Correspondence should be
visit 8th grades and high schools
addressed to Dorothy Beckham, Alumni Coordinator at
and present two monologues with a
dorothy.beckham@oakhilldayschool.org.
projector about a teenager with HIV/
AIDS. DHEP is a peer education
program to help young people know
Please send all address changes and Notifications (Marriage,
the importance of sexual education
birth, and death announcements) to the Development Office.
and abstinence. Rachel is working
on a web series with a friend from
Oakhill Day School
Stephens College; by women, for
7019 N Cherry Street
women, about women.
Gladstone, MO 64118
816.436.6228
www.oakhilldayschool.org
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CHERRYSTREET

ON

Familiar faces can be spotted visiting 7019 N Cherry Street throughout the year...
Maybe next time it will be you!
Shannon Hulé was spotted visiting with mom showing
Panther Pride at the 2013-14 Volleyball season pep rally!

Alumni from the classes of 2010-2013 came
out in full force to perform at Oakhillpalooza
2013!

Alumni Alex Lee, Sara Masner,
Abby Peoples, Brooke Van
Lear-Jones, and Michael
Stancic (LtoR) were spotted at
the January 2014 Fly Up Night
event.

Sisters Madison and Bailey Ferrara
(LtoR) were spotted cheering on the
Oakhill Panthers Volleyball team!

Alumni Ali Cloud and Holly
Hawkins (LtoR) were spotted
at the Red Barn Farm Fall
Family Event.
The Class of 2013 had a great time visiting with
former teachers and dining at Margarita's during their
Dinner with Mrs. G outing.
Got Pics? Please send any photos of yourself and alumni
friends to dorothy.beckham@oakhilldayschool.org to be
featured in the next On Cherry Street!
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